
Superintendent’s Communication Brief: March 18-22, 2019 
 

This week, the Peekskill City School District and the Peekskill Parent Teacher Organization 
teamed up with community members, parents, students and staff to continue advocacy efforts 
for the fair funding of Peekskill schools. In addition to a call-in event that urged people to 
telephone Governor Cuomo’s office and express the urgent need to restore Peekskill’s 
Foundation Aid, PCSD also mailed 1,250+ letters to the Governor’s attention. This stack included 
letters from our community members, staff and recommendations from our students on how to use 
additional funds.  Thank you to everyone who has helped our advocacy efforts! 
 

  
 
As part of his weekly School Supports visits, Dr. Mauricio visited Oakside Elementary with 
Assistant Superintendent Dr. Mary Keenan Foster and Technology Manager/CIO Mrs. Janice 
Reid. The group met with Oakside Principal Mrs. Staci Woodley and Assistant Principal Mrs. 
Anne Quinones-Narcisse to tour classrooms and visit the school’s computer lab. While there, 
Dr. Mauricio and staff saw students engaged in differentiated instruction. The group also visited 
Ms. Lynch’s Dual Language class and observed students practicing self-reflection and 
mindfulness.  
 



 
 
At the request of the Peekskill United, Dr. Mauricio met to discuss the possibility of appearing on 
their cable access show sometime in the future to promote the District’s initiatives and the 
Peekskill Promise.  
 

 
 
 
At the request of Reverend Stephany Graham of the Peekskill Presbyterian Church, Dr. 
Mauricio and Coordinator of Student Support Services Ms. Sadika Clarke met with the 
Reverend to discuss a Youth Development event taking place at the church on Saturday, June 
29. The event will focus on topics such as character development, interviewing skills, 
developing good study habits and a community service project. 



 
 
Assistant Superintendent Dr. Mary Keenan Foster, Director of Student Support Services Mrs. 
Ellen Gerace and Coordinator of Student Support Services Ms. Sadika Clarke joined guests 
from other Districts as Peekskill hosted the Lower Hudson State Systemic Improvement Plan 
(SSIP) District Leadership meeting. The group of Peekskill attendees focused on how to ensure 
that our schools focus on academic and social-emotional supports for students.  
 

 
 
The first PHS Softball Player of the Week is senior Heather Guzman! Heather’s coach notes 
that she is punctual, hard working, a good teammate and a person of quality character. She has 
been accepted to many colleges, including Albany and Oneonta, and will represent Peekskill 
well wherever she goes in the future! 
 



 
 
Congratulations to Peekskill High School student Mr. Shion Darby, who was honored as Section 
1's very best, and selected as "Mr. Basketball" during the Lower Hudson Basketball Coaches 
Association annual awards banquet on March 19! Mr. Darby is the first Peekskill player to 
receive this award since Elton Brand! 
 

 
 
Peekskill Science Research (PSR) students attended the Westchester Science and Engineering Fair 
(WESEF) at Sleepy Hollow High School on Saturday, March 16. Our dedicated students spent long 
hours at the fair, and were among a total of 670 student competitors from Westchester and Putnam 
Counties. The PSR Team consisted of twelve junior and senior students, each who researched their 
projects for months to prepare for the poster competition. Our students' great efforts were 



recognized by both judges and attendees. Once again, we thank PHS Science Research Teacher 
Ms. Erum Hadi for her tireless efforts in helping to ensure that her students are well prepared for 
their presentations.  Click here to read about our winners and their projects.  
 

 
 
The District is still seeking volunteers for the Special Olympics Time Track Trials taking place on 
Saturday, April 6. If you are able to lend a hand, please sign up here to volunteer. The event will 
take place from 8:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. on Torpy Field.  
 

 
 
The Peekskill Middle School Career Day Committee is also seeking speakers for their event on 
May 17. This event was developed to demonstrate the connections between what students learn in 
school and how it is applied to our careers and daily lives. If you would like to speak at the event, 
please click here for more information, or to sign up.  
 

https://patch.com/new-york/peekskill/peekskill-students-win-westchester-science-engineering-fair-0
https://goo.gl/forms/UKIdMdpEkgADdlyh1
https://bit.ly/2JMX8qD


 
 
Peekskill Middle School eighth-graders Kiarra Manning, Leysha and Leonah Esteves and 
Hillcrest fifth-grader Derek Frega recently took part in the BASF You Be the Chemist Challenge 
qualifying tournament. Leysha and Leonah Esteves and Derek Frega will be attending April's 
You Be the Chemist Championship!  
 

 
 
Dr. Mauricio met with Director of Student Support Services Mrs. Ellen Gerace and Coordinator 
of Student Support Services Ms. Sadika Clarke to review attendance and suspension data, as 
well as the attendance improvement and student success plans developed by Ms. Clarke. Plans 
for outreach efforts and ways to achieve satisfactory attendance across the District were also 
discussed.  
 



 
 
Dr. Mauricio joined the Peekskill Education Foundation Executive Committee for their meeting 
this week. The group discussed upcoming fundraising events, recent donations and other future 
plans for the Foundation.  
 

 
 
Peekskill Basics Committee members Dr. Mary Keenan Foster, Ms. Anna Budds, Mrs. Carmen 
Vargas, Ms. Bridget Holloman and Mrs. Maria Olivier-Flores attended the Changing Suburbs 
Institute at Manhattanville College this week. The group enjoyed a great keynote delivered by 
Dr. Ron Ferguson, creator of the Boston Basics program. 
 



 
 
This week Dr. Mauricio welcomed Superintendent of the Buffalo Schools, Dr. Kriner Cash, to the 
Peekskill City School District.  Dr. Cash and his wife Gayle were impressed by their visit to 
Peekskill’s administration building and Woodside Elementary School. The group also enjoyed a 
tour of the city and lunch at Kathleen’s Tea Room.  Dr. Cash is a nationally recognized 
transformational leader and continues to serve as a mentor to Dr. Mauricio.  

 
 
Our next Saturday Academy is today, Saturday, March 23. This week we are offering free dental 
screenings for adults and children, a financial literacy workshop, live cooking and more! Please 
come dressed in pink and purple as we celebrate Women's History Month together. We hope to see 
you there! The fun begins at 10 a.m. at Peekskill Middle School.  
 



 
 
 
Enjoy your weekend! 
 
Dr. David Mauricio, Superintendent of Schools 


